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 Remember to paraphrase!  DO NOT plagiarize your DEAR book review! If caught copying and pasting material from the Internet into your review 
without proper citation, you will receive a zero grade for the assignment. Save and cite all website information for your Works Cited page. 

 2-3 pages typed (must have at least 2 full pages) not including your Works Cited page 
 Double-spaced - remove the “extra space” that shows up when you enter into a new line or paragraph in Word 
 Times New Roman or Arial font 
 Size 12 font & 1 inch margins 
 MLA formatted in-text citations and Works Cited page (if you used outside sources…. i.e. Google images or website info, etc.) 
 Book titles are always italicized (underlined if in a handwritten assignment)! 
 PROOFREAD YOUR PAPER BEFORE TURNING IT IN!  
 Your heading must be on the top left-hand corner of your paper (left aligned) and must look like this: 

 
Your Name Here 

Ms. Zupancic 

Your Class and Period Here 

12 November 2018       

 Your title should be below your heading (centered) and must contain your book title and author name (see the SAMPLE below): 
 

First Nine Weeks DEAR Book Review: Twilight by Stephenie Meyer 

 See below for ideas or topics that you may use as inspiration for material to discuss in your paragraphs: 
 
o In the first sentence of the review, introduce your author and book title.  In the first paragraph, discuss the background and the 

author of your novel, talking about your author’s inspiration for your novel and perhaps why you chose this novel. You will be required 
to research the author of your novel on the Internet, so that you will have enough information to accurately describe your author’s background 
and general description.  You may even find information on the author in the back of the book.  Discuss how you feel about the author as well – 
consider some of the following questions:  If you were to talk to the author, what would you want to know?  Have you read the author’s other 
books?  If so, can you discern a similarity – in theme, writing style, structure – between them?  If not, would you be interested in reading the 
author’s other books.  Remember to paraphrase – do not copy and paste your material from the web! 
 

o In the second paragraph of the review, introduce your novel, the plot, and the characters. Give a brief summary of the plot (in your own 
words).  After the summary, discuss the intricacies of the plot and how you feel about it – use some of the following questions to guide your 
discussion:  Is the plot well-developed?  Is it believable?  Do you feel manipulated along the way, or do events unfold naturally?  Is the story plot 
or character driven?  In other words, does the plot unfold quickly or focus more on characters’ inner lives?  Consider the ending.  Did you expect 
it or were you surprised?  Was it forced?  Was it neatly wrapped up – too neatly?  Or was it unresolved, ending on an ambiguous note?  If you 
could rewrite the ending, would you?  In other words, was the ending satisfying?  Can you pick out a passage that strikes you as particularly 
profound or interesting – or perhaps something that sums up the central dilemma of the book? 
 

o In the third paragraph, give your personal opinion of the novel (in your own words).  Use some of the following questions to guide you:  
Overall, how did you experience the book while reading it?  Were you immediately drawn into the story or did it take a while?  Did the book 
intrigue, amuse, disturb, alienate, excite, confuse, or irritate you?  Explain why.  Do you find the characters convincing?  Are they believable?  
Are they compelling?  Are they fully developed as complex, emotional human beings?  Which characters do you admire or dislike?  What are 
their primary characteristics?  What motivates a given character’s actions?  Do you think those actions are justified or ethical?  Do any 
characters grow or change during the course of the novel?  If so, in what way?  Who in this book would you most like to meet?  What would you 
say or ask?  If you could insert yourself as a character in the book, what role would you play and why?  Does the book remind you of someone 
or something in your own life? 
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20-15 points 15-10 points 10-0 points 

 
Formatting 

Followed all formatting 
guidelines (i.e. typed, 
margins, spacing, font, font 
size, page requirements, 
heading and title 
requirements.) 

Followed some formatting 
guidelines  

Followed few formatting 
guidelines  

 
Spelling &  
Grammar & 
Structure 

Little to no spelling, 
sentence structure, or 
grammatical errors in the 
review. 

Some spelling, sentence 
structure, or grammatical 
errors in the review. 

Many spelling, sentence 
structure or grammatical 
errors in the review. 

 
 
1st Paragraph 

Followed all guidelines for 
the first paragraph. 
 Author biography & 

inspiration 

Followed some guidelines 
for the first paragraph. 

Followed few guidelines for 
the first paragraph. 

 
 
2nd Paragraph 

Followed all guidelines for 
the second paragraph. 
 Detailed plot 

summary with 
character analysis 

Followed some guidelines 
for the second paragraph. 

Followed few guidelines for 
the second paragraph. 

 
 
3rd Paragraph 

Followed all guidelines for 
the third paragraph. 
 Recommendation & 

opinion 

Followed some guidelines 
for the third paragraph. 

Followed few guidelines for 
the third paragraph. 

 
             110000  ppooiinnttss  --  One Letter Grade Deducted Per Day Late! 

                
DDuuee  DDaattee::  MMoonnddaayy,,  NNoovv..  1122,,  22001188 

 

TOTAL 
GRADE 

+ 3% early? 


